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he received so many warnings1 that he expected to find Havana
occupied by the English.2 Not until September 7 did he dare to
leave the shelter of Cartagena.3 The western end of Cuba was then
probably free of corsairs but off Cape San Antonio he encountered
evidently the same hurricane which was playing havoc with Ribera
and the fleets. He said4 that it was by God's grace that he made
Havana on September 29 with the frigates and some four and a half
millions in treasure.
There he found two others of Texeda's frigates finished and ready
to go forward. With these six vessels and 4,800,000 pesos more5 left
for him by Navarre's New Spain fleet, with Salas's flyboats, four
other small craft and half a dozen merchantmen,6 Menendez
Marquez finally got off from Havana on 7 December, 1591.' After
a stormy passage he reached San Lucar on 18 January, I592.8 Luis
Alfonso Flores had preceded him.9 Juan de Salas put in at Cadiz.
The treasure eventually reached Seville safely.10
Little enough time did these men spend on shore! Luis Alfonso
Flores succeeded11 Menendez Marquez in command of the frigates
and with Salas as his vice-admiral left San Lucar on i April, 1592,
for the Main.12 They passed General Francisco Martinez de Leiva
with the Tierra Firme fleet, west bound, although it had set out more
I Cf. Document No. 81 post.           2 Document No. 83 post.
* A.de /., 42-1-9/4, Contratacion 5109, Pedro Menendez Marquez to the House
of Trade, Havana, October 2, 1591.
* His despatch of October 2, just cited.
6 A. de /., 42-1-9, Contratacion 5109, Pedro Menendez Marquez to the House
of Trade, Havana, October 8, 1591; 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127, to the Crown,
Havana, October 9, 1591.
6 A. de /., 42-1-5/10, Contratacion 5110, Hernando de Bango (?) to the House
of Trade, Lagos, January 20, 1592.
7 A. de /., 143-3-21, Indiferente General 1102, Pedro Mene"ndez Marquez to the
Crown, San Lucar, January 18, 1592; 42-1-10/5, Contratacion 5110, Ruy Lopez
de Hurtado to the House of Trade, San Lucar, January 16, 1592; Texeda to the
same, Havana, January 18,1592.
8 A. del., 42-1-9/4, Contratacion 5109, Varte to the House of Trade, San Lucar,
January 19,1592.
9 A. del., 42-1-5/10, Contratacidn 51 xo, Varte to the House of Trade, San Lucar,
January 16,1592.
10 A. de /., 143-3-21, Indiferente General 1102, Relation de la platay oro9 etc.,
House of Trade to the Crown, Seville, January 28, 1592; 139-7-14, Indiferente
General 541, ra, ff. 179 et seq., the pearls and emeralds.
II A. de /., 139-7-14, Indiferente General 541, ra, various.
12 A. de /., 143-3-21, Indiferente General 1102, Duke de Medina Sidonia to the
Crown, San Lucar, April i, 1592.